I 


Defense  Document  2147 


(Translation) 


Exhibltri*. 


TPin'7::AL  Kon  tse  Fi\R  east 


THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AlitHICA,  et  el. 


ARAKI>  Sadao,  ct  al. 


SWORN  D  5  F  0  S  I  T  I  0  N 

DeponentiC  HOPINCJSHI,  Kcrsi-ize, 

Date  oi  bii’l-h;  I'fO’vh  30 j  16  o6. 

Domicile:  871  Shiino~l!3£cui-o  4ohome,  Meguro-ku,  Tokyo. 

Having  first  dily  ar'crn  aii  nc.wh  as  on  the  attached  ^eet  and  in 
accordance  vdth  the  proctaur  e  foiiavcd  in  oar  country,  I  hereby  depose  as 
follows: 

(1)  I  was  ajjpointe.i  diolomatic  attache  on  Ntovenber  2,  1911,  and 

remained  in  the  dlplcmalic  ser/ice  leitil  T  rrM?  eJ  from  office  on  December  21, 
1940.  During  that  polled,  I  v.'as  i.r  the  ofr:.:«  cr  S.v.of  of  the  Second  Section, 
Bureau  of  Buroncan  a'-o  A.T.3ricaii  Affairs.  A'i  .  Kcki,  as 

Director  of  the  s?id  iicrosu,  trum  S''potjr.V.i-,i .  lo  '‘.ecember  of  the  same 

year,  and  then  in  the  i-ffioe  ox'  P'r actor  of  iV.e  I'U'rc.Vj  of  Investigation  and 
Research  and  Bii‘ec!or  of  the  Ritc.vu  of  AU'-riCi.  /vfidiro  Uiider  Foreign 
Minister  Hirota  fre.m  Mfrch,  193t,  to  Mar-h,  19')c.  I  was  appointed 

Vice-Jiinister  for  Foreign  Affairs  in  AimJ  ,  193^,  ani  remained  in  that 
office  until  October  I5  ,  1933,  vly^r.  I  tvHC  pp]*oliiteU  Aiir;a3eador  to  the 

United  States.  As  Vicfc  -i'j’uolHr  fer  Foreign  Affrijc,  I  served  under 
Foreign  Minister  Arits  of  ;he  Hiicla  CatintT.  fiorn  >.pril,  1936,  to  February, 
1937,  and  under  F<ireign  Einlstcr  Hirota  in  ti^e  Kinoye  Cabinet,  from  June, 

1937,  to  May,  1938. 

(2)  The  coneiusicn  of  tlic  Anti -Comintern  Pact  was  originated  in 
the  diplomatic  opinion.a  held  by  Forslgn  Minister  Aiita  of  tho  Hirota  Cabinet. 
Mr.  Arita  had  al'i^ays  been  a«eie  of  the  existence  among  Japanese  chauvinistic 
elements  who  propp-gaTidi/ed  opening  war  agai.ist  u:e  Sovi.et,  and  always  been 

of  opinion  that  the  Cemmaniscs*  activity  in  China  is  a  tiling  that  must  be 
cloaely  watched  fwm  Japanese  standpoijit.  Ho,  however,  entertained  a  firm 
belief,  obtained  through  his  long  career  as  a  diplomat  as  v«ll  through  his 
earnest,  study  of  political  affairs  of  Europe,  that  Japan  should  maintain 
friendli'  relations  with  the  Soviet  Union.  He  was  ordered  home  in  October, 
1936,  to  bo  appointed  Ambnrsadcr  to  China.  Immediately  before  he  left 
Europe,  he  made  a  tour  round  Geimiany  aiid  Poland  for  a  short  period.  And  he 
was  told,  by  Minister  I  to  and  Military  Attache  famawaki  at  ..’arsaw  as  well 
as  by  Military  Attache  Oshima  at  Perlin,  that  the  military  power  of  the 
Soviet  Union  should  by  no  means  be  slighted,  to  the  confirmation  of  his  old 
belief. 

Mr.  Arita  regarded  it  necessary  to  take  precautions  against  the 
activity  of  the  Soviet  Government  in  the  Far  East,  and  entertained  also  an 
opinion  that  the  Japanese  Covemment  should  naturally  make  some  political 
arrangement  with  Germany,  vdiich  was  similarly  interested  in  the  activity  of 
tile  Soviet  Union.  He  felt,  further,  the  necessity  of  alleviating  the  sense 
of  international  isolation  prevalent  among  the  Japanese  general  public  after 
the  Manchurian  affair,  and  considered  that  the  rapprochement  between  japan 
tand  Genmn.y  was  the  most  effectual  way  for  that  purpose. 
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The  above  statement  is  based  upon  v*iat  I  was  told  directly  by  Mr, 

Arita. 

(3)  Mr.  Arita,  after  arriving  in  Tokyo  in  January,  1936,  was 
appointed  Anfcassador  to  China,  and  reached  Shanghai  tov/ard  the  end  of 
February.  In  the  middle  of  March,  however,  he  was  ordered  home  to  be 
appointed  Foreign  Ktlnister  in  the  Hirota  Cabinet,  He  took  office  as 
Foreign  Minister  on  April  2,  and,  shortly  after  that,  I  v/as  appointed  Vice- 
Minister  for  Foreigi  Affairs.  At  that  time,  he  had  an  interview  with 
Anbassador  Mushakoji,  who  was  just  leaving  Japan  again  to  return  to  his 
post  in  Berlin,  On  that  occasion,  the  Foreign  Minister  revealed  the  above- 
mentioned  views  of  his  Brussels  days,  and  told  the  Ambassador  that  he  con¬ 
sidered  it  necessary  to  take  some  steps  towards  Gernany,  And  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  May,  about  one  month  after  the  Ambassador  left  Tokyo,  Foreign 
Minister  Arita  ordered  him  by  wire  that  ho  should  sound  the  intention  of  the 
German  Government  about  the  project  to  raake  a  political  rapprochement  in  a 
vague  and  elastic  formula,  vdthout  limiting  the  subject,  between  Japan  and 
Germany,  It  was  through  submitting  a  draft  of  this  telegraphic  instruction 
that  the  Foreign  Minister  first  revealed  to  Prcinier  Hirota  his  intention  to 
bring  about  a  rapprochement  between  J^an  and  Germany,  And,  so  far  as  I 
know,  such  raoprochement  had  never  been  considered  during  the  period  ^dien 
Mr.  Hirota  was  Foreign  Minister  in  the  preceding  Cabinet  or  vhen  he 
temporarily  held  the  additional  office  of  Foreign  Minister  in  his  ovm 
Cabinet  prior  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Arita, 

Mr,  Yoshida,  newly  appointed  Ambassador  to  Britain,  also  had  a 
talk  with  the  Foreign  Minister  eai*ly  in  May,  just  before  he  left  Tokyo, 

The  Foreign  Minister  asked  him,  on  that  occasion,  to  strive  for  the  political 
rapprochement  of  the  seme  nature  between  Japan  and  Britain. 

(4)  Telegrcphic  reports  vjere  received  from  Arabassador 
Mushakoji  .  at  Berlin  considerably  fi’equently,  in  connection  with  tTie  in¬ 
structions  of  the  beginning  of  I/ay,  informing  the  Foreign  Minister  that 
time  seemed  to  be  ripe  ^vithin  Gennany  for  the  rapprochement  with  Japan. 

The  negotiatiwis  made  a  rapid  progress,  and  early  in  July  the  Arabassador 
reported  by  wire  that  a  draft  of  ^o  Japanese-German  Anti-Comintern  Pact 
was  submitted  to  him  by  the  German  Government,  The  draft  had  a  preamble 
appearing  unnecessarily  hostile  against  the  Soviet  Union,  The  annexed 
agreement,  \vhich  was  later  made  secret  agreen«ent  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  Japanese  Government,  was  not  to  be  kept  secret  in  the  first 
proposal.  It  may  be  said  in  this  connection  that  the  above-mentioned  tele¬ 
graphic  reports  of  Ambassador  Mushakoji  were  found,  on  examination,  to 
have  been  lost  in  the  fire,  the  originals  as  well  as  the  copies. 

The  Foreigi  Office  gave  a  careful  consideration  to  the  German  pro¬ 
posal  from  the  following  two  viewpoints.  The  preamble  appearing  unnecessarily 
hostile  against  the  Soviet  Union  v/as  amended,  together  vdth  two  or  three 
other  vjordings  which  required  modification. 

(1)  Whereas  the  Soviet-German  relations  were  comparatively  single, 
the  Soviet- Japanese  relations  v/ere  conplicated  and  delicate,  vdth  their 
quostiens  of  boundary  lines  and  of  treaties  for  fishing  rights  and  other 
concessions.  Precautions  were  necessary,  therefore,  not  to  stimulate  the 
Soviet  Union  unduly,  so  that  the  coalition  between  Japan  and  Germany  might 
not  provoke  hostilities  between  Jz^an  and  the  Soviet  Union. 

(2)  It  vras  also  necessary  not  to  cause  undue  uneasiness  to  the 
Powers,  especially  to  Kritaia,  through  the  coalition  between  Japan  and 
Germany, 


% 
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In  the  nEantirae,  a  conference  was  held  in  this  connection  anong 
the  authorities  of  the  Foreign  Office,  the  Vfer  Office  and  the  Navy  Ministry, 
and  we  found  that  there  was  a  strong  objection  within  the  Arny  against  the 
rapprochement  between  Japan  and  Britain.  The  Foreign  Office  maintained  that 
it  v/as  not  advisable  to  conclude  a  political  agreeinent  of  tliis  kind  ex¬ 
clusively  vd-th  Germany,  and  tliat  similar  agreements  should  be  concluded  also 
with  other  Powers,  especially  with  Britain.  It  was  also  added  that  the 
Foreign  Office  had  no  objection  to  procceoing  with  the  negotiation  with 
Germany  first,  whicli  had  already  made  a  ccnslderabio  progress,  if  there 
were  difficulties  in  concluding  agreements  with  Britain  at  the  same  time 
with  Gerirany*  This  conference  of  tJie  oompotont  authorities  of  the  three 
ministries,  however,  did  not  reach  a  perfect  accord. 

Such  being  the  situation,  a  conference  was  held  on  July  24,  at  the 
official  residence  of  the  Foreign  itinister,  between  the  responsible  heads 
of  the  Foreign  Office  and  the  Vfar  Office,  Foreign  Minister  Arita,  myself 
and  Director  Togo  of  the  European- isiatic  Bureau  attended  the  conference  on 
behalf  of  the  Foreigi  Office,  while  Viar  Minister  Terauchi,  Vice-Minister 
Umezu  and  Director  Machijiri  of  the  Bureau  of  Military  Affairs  came  from 
the  War  Office,’  The  above-mentioned  opin.ion  of  the  Foreign  Office  was  sub¬ 
mitted  to  this  conference  in  writing,  and  careful  consideration  vas  given  to 
it,  Hiis  document  had  been  dravm  up  by  Director  Togo  in  accordance  with  the 
orders  of  the  Foreigi  itinistor.  It  is  reported,  upon  exardnation,  that  a 
copy  of  this  document  is  still  preserved  in  tho  files  of  the  Foreign  Office, 


The  military  authorities  raised  a  strong  objection  to  the 
rapprochement  betvreen  Japan  and  Britain  at  first,  but  the  Foreign  Office 
maintained  that,  so  long  as  the  Army  did  not  consent  to  the  rapprochement 
between  Japan  and  Britain,  the  Foreign  Office  would  not  proceed  with  the 
negotiation  with  Germany,  At  last  the  Army  yielded,  and  Foreign  Minister 
Arita,  together  with  '.far  Minister  Terauchi,  signed  tlie  document  in  token  of 
their  a^eeraent, 

(5)*  The  Anti -Comintern  Pact  vfas  concluded,  tlirough  such  process, 
on  Noveirber  25,  1936.  Some  people  misunderstood  this  Pact  to  be  of 
aggressive  nature,  because  of  tiie  secret  agrceraorit  annexed  to  it.  But  it 
was  by  no  means  of  such  nature,  as  the  contents  of  tlie  secret  agreement 
prove  it.  The  Pact  in  question  was  originally  proposed  by  the  German 
Govemraent,  and  \’<ien  it  ms  first  submitted  to  the  Japanese  Government,  the 
annexed  agreement  was  not  to  be  kept  in  secret.  It  ms  made  a  secret  agree¬ 
ment  only  in  accordance  rith  the  dv:sii’e  of  the  Japanese  Government  vhich 
feared  to  stimulate  the  Soviet  Union  unduly  thereby. 


In  tho  opinion  of  the  Foreign  Office,  it  was  a  matter  of  common 
knowledge  to  the  majority  of  tiie  nations  of  tho  vorld  that  the  activity  of 
the  Coirmunist  Intermtion&l  was  in  reality  backed  by  the  Soviet  Government, 
There  could  be,  of  course,  various  ways  of  baclcing  its  activity,  but  it  ms 
altogether  possible  that  tho  support  might  bo  lent  by  armed  force.  And  it 
was  especially  so  in  the  Far  East  where  tho  activity  of  the  Chinese  Communist 
Force  was  virulent.  It  v/as  indeed  such  fear  which  drove  tho  Japanese  Govern¬ 
ment  to  conclude  the  annexed  agreement  in  question. 

(6)  As  regards  the  rapprochcmjnt  between  Japan  and  Britain, 
Ambassador  Yoshida,  on  arriving  dn  Pritain  ih  Juno,  1956,  sot  about  sounding 
the  intentions  in  tliis  connection  of  those  people  representing  various 
spheres  of  activity  there.  His  telegraphic  reports  not  a  little  encouraged 
the  Foreign  Office,  though  his  efforts  did  not  go  beyond  the  stage  of 
sounding  yet.  Meanv/hile,  tho  K-cdung  incident  occurred  in  October,  and, 
hampered  by  this  incident,  the  situation  had  not  made  enough  development  to 
start  a  concrete  negotiation  vdth  ths  British  Government  upon  thio  problem, 
when  tho  conclusion  of  the  Japanese-Gorman  Anti-Comintern  Pact  was  officially 
announced  in  Novonber.  This  Pact  was  very  unpopular  v/ith  the  British  general 
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public.  To  tell  the  truth,  the  Foreign  Office  had  expected  that  V/cst- 
European  Powers  and  the  United  States,  Wiich  v/ero  exercising  caution  p gainst 
tho  activity  of  the  Conmunist  International,  would  welcome  the  co.icLasion  of 
the  said  Pact,  and  that  a  favourable  effect  vould  be  brought  upon  tho  desired 
rapprochement  between  Japan  and  Britain.  For,  the  actions  taken  at  the 
Seventh  General  Meeting  of  tho  Communist  International  held  at  J'oscow  in 
July  and  August  of  1935  had  aroused  caution  on  the  part  of  ■•il  the  non- 
communistic  powers  of  the  war  Id,  and  protvtts  had  been  I'xgaJ  "jith  tho  Soviet 
Government  by  the  Governments  of  Britain,  the  United  Stattjs  and  otner 
countries,  Tho  United  States  Government  tiad  made  the  strongest  protest  on 
the  ground  that  the  said  actions  taken  by  the  Communist  International  inply 
the  violation  of  the  pledge  vhich  the  Soviet  Government  had  given  not  to 
interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  tho  United  States,  It  was  accordingly 
the  intention  of  the  Foreign  Office  to  start  negotiations  for  the  rapproche¬ 
ment  with  the  British  Government  as  soon  as  the  Japanese-German  Anti- 
Comintern  Pact  be  concluded.  This  intention  of  the  Jr^anese  Government  had 
already  been  conveyed  to  tho  German  Government  while  the  negotiation  was 
progressing  at  Berlin,  and  the  latter  had  given  its  consent  to  the  intention. 
Axabassador-at-Large  Ribbentrop,  v/ho  was  expected  to  start  for  his  new  post  in 
London  as  Gorman  Ambassador  upon  tho  conqjletion  of  his  ^sork  vath  tho  Anti- 
Comintern  Pact,  enrohatically  expressed  his  desire  to  take  ‘••Ls  initiative  in 
this  negotiation  as  soon  as  he  ai’rived  at  tho  capital  of  Britain.  The 
Japanese  Government  agreed  to  his  desire.  Though  tho  Japanese-German  Anti- 
Comintern  Pact  was  unpopular  as  stated  above,  yet  our  Foreign  Office  expected 
that  this  misunderstanding  might  surely  bo  removed  through  Ribbontropis 
efforts.  Nevertheless,  his  activity  in  Britain  aggravated  tho  unpopularity 
of  the  said  Pact  all  the  more  contrary  to  our  expectation,  and  tho  Foreign 
Office  had  to  v/ithhold  for  a  v/hile  the  effort  at  the  rapprochement  between 
Japan  and  Britain. 

The  Hirota  Cabinet  resigned  on  masse  in  February,  1937,  but  I  re¬ 
mained  in  tho  office  of  Vice-Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs.  In  Juno  of  tho 
same  yoar,  tho  Konoyo  Cabinet  was  formed,  and  Mr.  Hirota  returned  to  the 
Foreign  Office  as  Minister  again.  I  v/as  Vice-Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs 
under  him.  He  had  not  lost  his  zeal  for  the  rapprochement  with  Britain,  tho  . 
effort  at  vhich  had  once  been  withheld  by  the  Japanese  Government,  I  will 
refer  to  this,  later,  as  I  proceed  to  the  explanation  of  the  circumstances 
of  the  negotiations  with  tho  Italian  Government  for  a  Japanesc-Italian  Anti- 
Comintern  Pact.  It  may  be  said  in  passing  that  I  examined  the  files  of  tho 
Foreign  Office  for  tho  telegraphic  reports  of  Ambassador  Yoshida  which  are 
referred  to  in  the  present  statesnent  to  find  that  they  had  been  lost  in  the 
fire,  the  originals  as  well  as  the  copies.  But  a  confidential  document  of 
tho  Foreigi  Office,  "Business  Report  for  the  Year  1936 .(Book  II,  Chapter  6: 

The  Efforts  at  the  Rapprochement  between  Japan  and  Britan)"  submitted  by 
Director  Togo  of  the  Europcan-Asiatic  Bureau  on  December  1,  1936,  describing 
tho  general  progress  of  the  negotiations  for  tho  rapprochement  betvrcen  Japan 
and  Britain  proceeded  by  the  Japanese  Government  and  Ambassador  Yoshida  at 
London  escaped  the  fire,  and  is  still  preserved  there, 

(7)  We  had  already  conveyed  to  all  our  important  Ambassadors  and 
Ministers  abroad  tho  Foreign  Office's  policy  to  conclude  political  agreements, 
not  too  much  restrictive  in  nature,  with  as  many  countries  as  possible.  In 
accordance  with  this  policy.  Charge  d'Affairs  Yaraaguchi  of  our  Legation  at 
Hague  wanted  to  set  about  negotiations  vdth  the  Netherlands  Government  in  tho 
autumn  of  1936,  and  asked  for  instructions  of  the  Foreign  Office,  which,  in 
reply,  wired  its  conpllanco  to  him.  Ho  met  the  conpetent  Netherlands  au¬ 
thorities  several  times  during  the  ptriod  from  the  middle  of  October  to  the 
Old  of  tho  same  month.  On  these  occasions,  ho  proposed,  in  conformity  with 
tho  instructions  of  the  Japanese  Government,  bo  conclude  an  agreement  between 
the  Governments  of  Japan  and  Netherlands  ^dth  a  view  to  exchanging  information 
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concerning  the  suppression  of  the  activity  of  the  Ccmmunicit  International 
chiefly  in  the  Netherlands  East  Indies,  and  also  to  have  the  home  land  of  the 
Netherlands  included  within  die  scope  of  the  said  agreement,  if  the  circum¬ 
stances  admitted.  It  was  really  expected,  as  a  result  of  the  negotiations 
at  Hague,  tliat  such  agreement  would  bo  concluded  somehow  or  other.  But, 
the  official  announcemoit  of  the  conclusion  of  the  Ja’^anoso-German  Anti- 
Comintarn  Pact  suddenly  cooled  down  tlie  zeal  of  the  Netherlands  Government, 
and  brouglit  the  negotiations  to  a  standstill. 

The  telegrams  referred  to  here  ivere  found,  upon  investigation,  to 
have  been  lost  in  the  fire;  the  originals  as  well  as  the  copies  do  not  now 
exist  in  the  files  of  tlie  Foreign  Office,  But  a  confidential  document  of 
the  Foreign  Office,  "Business  Report  for  the  YefiT  i9'?6  (Book  III,  Chapter  1, 
Section  iv!  The  Preliminary  Conversations  for  the  Jai^ncse-Datch  Anti- 
Comintem  Pact)",  which  is  still  existing,  has  the  description  of  the  general 
progress  of  the  prelimirmry  conversations  for  a  Japanese-Lutch  Anti-Comintern 
Pact  held  between  Charge  d’ Affaires  Yarraguchi  and  the  coirpetent  Netherlartda 
authorities. 

(8)  In  November,  1936,  immediately  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
Japanese-Gerimn  Anti -Comintern  Fact,  the  Italian  Cewemraent  desired  to  con¬ 
clude  a  similar  agreement  between  the  Governments  of  Japan  and  Italy,  and 
Foreign  Minister  Ciano  approached  our  Ambassador  Sugimura  several  times  with 
the  proposal. 


The  Hlr.ota  Cabinet,  however,  took  a  very  prudent  attitude  in  this 
connection,  in  consideration  of  the  unpopulcrity  with  the  Woot-Eiropean 
nations  -of  tho  Japanese-German  Anti-Comiiitern  Pact,  The  Government  considered 
that  to  conclude  a  simllai’  pact  vdth  the  Italian  Government  immediately  after 
tho  signing  of  the  Japancse-Gcrman  Pact  woiild  stimulate  Britain  all  the  more, 
and  feared  that  it  might  render  the  question  of  the  rapprochement  between 
Japan  and  Britain  quite  difficult.  But,  cn  tho  other  hand,  it  v.as  by  no  means 
desirable  to  provoke  antipathy  of  the  Italian  Covorament  for  that,  and  also 
it  had  to  be  taken  into  consideration  that  the  Japanese  public  opinion  cchi- 
siderably  synpathetic  for  Ethiopia  had  rendered  ti^c  relations  between  Japan 
and  Italy  rather  unsmooth.  Such  being  the  circa-nstances,  tho  Japanese  Govern¬ 
ment  took  a  rather  evasive  attitude  in  connection  v<ith  the  proposal  of  the 
Italian  Govemraent.  V/c  indeed  felt  sorry  for  /jnbassador  Sugi.mu'a  vho  Avas 
exerting  all  his  efforts  in  improving  the  relations  between  Japan  and  Italy, 
but  it  could  not  be  helped.  It  v.-as  with  the  inter, tion  to  alleviate  the 
difficulty  which  Ambassador  Sut'im'jra  was  facing  in  Italy  then  that  the  Govern¬ 
ments  of  Japan  and  Italy  annourxJed  almost  simultaneous!’'-  that  Japan  was  to 
closd  its  Legation  in  Ethiopia  and  establish  a  consulate  in  its  stead,  >vhilo 
Italy  was  to  open  a  consulate  at  Kukden  in  Uanchoukuo,  This  step  taken  by 
tho  Japanese  Government  araourjted  %*  de  facto  recognition  of  -tlic  annexation 
of  Ethiopia  by  Italy.  In  t!iis  connection,  the  Foredgn  Office  deliberated  care¬ 
fully  upon  tho  reaction  this  stop  might  cause  on  tho  /jiglo-Japanose  relations, 
reaching  the  conclusion  that  Japan  might  safely  take  the  above-mentioned 
measure,  Britain  also  took  a  similar  measure,  as  I  remember,  shortly  after 
that. 


In  February,  1937,  the  Hirota  Cabinet  resigned  en  Tiasse,  and  the 
Hayashi  Cabinet  succeeded  it.  But  the  attitude  of  tho  Japanese  Covemment  re¬ 
mained  unchanged  as  far  as  the  question  of  the  Japanese-Italian  Anti-Comintern 
Fact  was  concerned,  I  ivas  again  Vice-Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  in  the  new 
Cabinet  under  Foreign  Minister  Sato,  Meanvdiile,  the  Italian  Govomjiient  con¬ 
tinued  to  approach  the  Japanese  Govomm'nt  vdth  tiio  same  proposal,  and  /jih 
bassador  Sugimura  was  in  an  a-»vlward  position.  Toward  the  end  of  May,  however, 
ho  was  transferred  to  Paris,  and  Ilr,  Hotta  succeeded  him  in  the  office  of 
Japanese  Anbassador  to  Italy, 
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The  Hayashi  Cabinet  was  short-lived.  In  June,  the  First  Konoye 
Cabinet  was  formed,  in  which. Mr.  Hirotn  vras  Foreign  Minister.  I  renw.inod, 
again,  in  the  office  of  Vice-Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  under  him. 

Ambassador  Hotta  proceeded  to  Rome  at  the  end  of  June  or  at  the 
beginning  of  July.  Immediately  before  the  Ambassador  left  To)<yo,  Foreign 
Minister  Hirota  revealed  to  the  Anbassador  that  he  was,  then,  at ‘pains  to 
realize  the  rapprochement  between  Japan  and  Britain,  and  requested  that  the 
Ambassador  should  “stan?)  his  feet"  as  before  with  Italy.  Tliis  I  ’.vas  told  by 
Anbassador  Hotta  in  person. 

A  month  had  liardly  elapsed  after  the  formation  of  the  Konoyc 
Cabinet  when  the  China  Affair  broke  out.  On  account  of  this  incident,  Japan 
becane  gradually  unpopular  with  the  peoples  of  the  world,  especially  with 
those  of  Britain  and  the  United  States.  And,  accordingly,  there  .vas  little 
hope  of  success  of  the  negotiation.s  for  the  rapprochement  between  Japan  and 
Britain,  which  was  already  two  years  old.  In  the  meantime,  the  Foreign 
Office  could  not  afford  to  offend  Italy  by  keepjng  such  an  evasive  attitude 
as  staled  above  vdth  respect  to  the  question  of  the  Japanese-Italian  Anti- 
Comintom  Pact  vliich  had  lagged  on  for  about  c«c  year. 

In  J^an,  the  sense  of  international  isolation,  Wiidi  had  haunted 
the  Japanese  general  public  since  the  outbreak  of  the  Manchurian  Affair,  was 
new  fdt  all  the  more  keenly  through  the  unpopularity  of  the  China  Affair. 
Within  the  Cabinet  as  well  as  within  the  Array,  there  were  some  people  who 
maintained  to  strengthen  the  relations  between  Japan  snd  Italy.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Government  of  Italy  also  urged  Anbassador  Hotta  to  resume 
the  negotiations  >*iich  had  been  started  between  Foreign  Minister  Ciano  and 
Ambassador  Sugl'nura.  And  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Italian  Government  at 
first  that  the  agreement  to  be  concluded  between  Japan  and  Italy  should  be 
something  in  the  nature  of  neutrality  and  consultation  treaty.  The  Japanese 
Foreign  Office  again  inquired  into  the  repercussion  that  the  conclusion  of 
such  agreement  might  cause  upon  the  relations  between  Japan  and  Britain, 
reaching  a  conclusion  that  even  tho  Italian  proposal  v/ent  too  far,  and’ that 
an  anti-Coraintem  pact  of  tho  same  nature  vdth  tho  Japanese-German  yhiti-' 
Comintem  Pact  (exclusive  of  the  Annexed  Secret  Agreement)  should  be  con¬ 
cluded  between  Ja^jan  and  Italy,  apart  from  the  Japanese-German  Pact.  The 
•  Cabinet  decided  upon  this  policy  at  the  beginning  of  October.  We  also 
sounded  the  intention  of  the  German  Government,  and  realized  that  Foreign 
Minister  von  Neurath  had  no  objection  to  that.  Thus,  the  signing  of  the 
Pact  was  arranged  between  Foreign  Minister  Ciano  and  Ambassador  Hotta. 
However,  tho  German  Government,  mainly  at  the  instance  of  Ambassador 
Rlbbentrop,  suddenly  proposed  to  have  Italy  participate  in  the  Japanosc- 
Gernan  Pact.  The  Japanese  Foreign  Office  was  rather  anno3''ed  by  the  offer 
of  the  German  Goveniment,  fearing  that  Japan  might  commit  itself  more  if  it 
yielded  to  the  German  proposal.  It  was  also  said  that  Italian  Foreign 
Minister  Ciano  ejqpressed  his  dissatisfaction  with  tho  German  proposal.  But, 
.it  was  decided,  upon  deliberation  among  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy,  to  have 
Italy  participate  in  the  Japanese-German  /jiti -Comint om  Pact  as  an  original 
signatory  in  order  to  save  her  face,  and  Italy  signed  the  Pact  on  December  9 
at  Rome.  This  participation  of  Italy,  however,  had  nothing  to  do  with  tho 
Secret  Agreement  annexed  to  the  said  J^anese-Gcrman  Pact,  as  the  Secret 
Agreoraont  was  not  disclosed  to  tho  Italian  Governmont. 
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Gormar  Ttni?in  concerned  in  the  conclusion  of  the  Jepanose- 

cc^uS;  true  that  wo  aometimeo  bo.^  of  ^ 

days  of  the  of  the  J^».oese  military  during  the  pcrio-l  :’rom  ttio  iast 

thfeoL^n^n „  ^  boainning  of  the  H.trota  Cabir-et,  prior  to 

Pact  But  ai?rh  negotlatioiis  for  tho  Jupeneso-Gcman  «int i -Co.-dntorn 

^ccuU«a  <?  th/?r°’  “  <=«P=>'Ml»rt7  Junior  olassun.  Ihe 

oxccutlveo  cf  the  Japanese  Army  were  said  to  bo  opposed  to  them. 

least  rcveS^rt^to%h^  such  Japa  nos  e-Gorman  military  alliance  was  not  in  the 
office  of  Foriilcn  Office  by  tho  Army  vihile  Mr.  Hirota  was  in  the 

question  for  anister  in  the  Kor-cye  Cabinet.  Such  was  indeed  out  of 

quosuon  for  the  acecutive  of  the  Foreign  Office. 

JaDanesG-rJi^n  provided  in  tho  protocol  attached  to  tho 

^Ue  ?n  Nevomber  25,  1926;  w<.c  net  established 

never  becr^teWishS  sf  f  Foreisn  ATfal.-s,  It  has 

office  on  OctobS%  "93?  ^  “"^®rstand,  cvoi  after  n^y  transfer  from  that 
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On  this  20th  day  at  August,  1947,  at  Tokyo, 

(Signed)  HCflUJOUCHI,  Kensuke  (Seal) 


Svwrn  to  and  subsoi  ibed  bef  ore  me  on  the  above-mentioned  date  and 


(Sig.icd)  MORISHIMA,  Goro  (Seal) 
Y/ltncss 


OATH 

In  aecorcance  with  my  conscience  I  swear  to  tell  the  whole  truth 
withholding  n9lnin|  and  adding  norAlqg, 

(Signed)  HORINOUCHI,  Kensuke  (Seal) 


PURt:  h1i^//wWw.le|al-to^ 


V.vti1  >i1  +•  ^ 


PURL :  http :  //w ww.legal-tools  .org/doc/7 a4767/ 


'V.vtn  V.1 1.  -V 


Dof  ,1)00  .'3'214  7 


•C  fx  "S:  ® 

^  X  L  IS 

*  <6  ^  ^ 

t  ^  L  ^  I 

O  T  yt  IS  ^ 

E  «  '  t  -c  « 

E  ^  *4  ®  ^ 

ft  A  L  L  D  i 

W  t:  yfc  *35  ! 

§  ^  I- 

^  n  /u  '  yt  I 

A  Ht  y  ^  "•  > 

Hf  ^  t  (D  ^  i 

a  itt  “C  w  ft  ‘ 

o  wt  ss  wc  J 

T&.  IS  «r  ^ 
ft  5>  41^  '  = 
eg  y  ^  +  ^ 
J6 

*4  CD  llj  + 

t  »  S  ff  ^ 

yh  ^  ^ 

:f3  B  IS! 
]55  II  ^3  ^ 
^  Ht  ^ 
p  IS  & 

1^  ^  £ 

%  W  ft  < 

CD  Td*  iS  B& 


ffi  P  it 

«ff  t  ® 

^  L  X  I 
L  ft  \fX  t 
yh  '  B  i 
2j:  ,8 

*  L  o  ? 
t  ^ 

L  Wt  ^ 
-C  ': 

0  ?f5  ?>  ’ 

>  2j:  A  i 

I  «  v»  JS 

;  y  W  t  ■ 

C  ^  O  ft 

‘  t  9V^ 

I  <D  ^  *l 
£  X  W  « 
I  »  t  ft 
P  ES  t 
h  «  -c  A 
^  CD  fc 
EE  £8  ^ 

^  ^  s;  ^ 

iz  -f- 
^  ^ 

ft  t  ^  ^ 
h  X  an^ 
^  ^  eai  t? 
<  *  "C  t 

^  m  ^ 


)&5  * 

^  G9  % 

*  ft  O 
t  WC  T 
S  iil  S> 
^  W  P 
^  id^  t 
ft  b  ^ 
^  B 

!D  ^ 

,  -C  CD 

•  m  - 

:  P  W 
,  t  K 
:  t  Wt 
h  ft  © 

L  *•  y 


X  M 
»«*  Sg 
Sd  ft 
K  ISL 

n 

♦t 't 
<6  « 

£  9 

A  t 

CD 

fib  ^ 


'  X 

Vi  e 

^  o 

®  T 

ift  m 

m  ^ 

m  t 
^  L 
ES  ft 


- - ggX:*-^  ' 

—  y?AJnH^ 

^  75  +  ^  f 

y5  S  S  tt  Jj)  ^  +  ■*" 

^  —  0 

757lI^P"^^^^^ 
'•7lB>C  —  — 

-•fc:*:3S:HJS  +  f- 

A  #  ffi  "C  *  ^  '' 

sr  21  tC  ““  ^  S  B  X 

AM^XBOK^ 


SEQ  b5«?S5fcWK: 

cDEi2>tt8Stt“*§ 
^  O  p  ^  iBE  *C  ft  ^r 

HT^ 

4fV  k:  o  jh-  ^  5  "£  - 
^  fib  r^  ■•  & 


[M- 


PURL :  http :  //w ww.legal-tools  .org/doc/7 a4767/ 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/7a4767/ 


DOf  *1)00  .^2147 


*  * 

10  m 

X  ffl 

V  K 
t  ft- 

'  it 
X  o 
Kt 
o  itt 
^  o 
A  « 
L  « 
t  o 

*  X 
IR  ^ 
P 

/K 

EB  L 
ft  t 

m 

W  EB 
ft  ft 
^  k: 
o  ^ 
^  L 
;(a  3^ 
o 


t  '^cLBcJ&^iliJflJjLECft^ 

o  m  m  '/t  m  ^  ^  %.it  ±  (ft 

j®^<  'ttifHffi* 

I0IK::^ffl 

o*?::^^«EC3Scft3&Hft 

§  A)a» 

L  —  a 

^  i>  m  -r  r:>  ^  ^  ^  ft  ^ 

^  m  et  9 

ftEc«r^S©yfeSRnffl«Ti 
3&5#%  'j&J'P^PtftiE-t' 
mti^ifi^it^^  LR3:*: 
aja-i?>*W4'oytoffi 

iftKJCJTE>#^-f*EB-<n 
il  b^rra 


}55  X  o  S 
!l^'  ’^>,  ffl 

^  (-C  o  A 

*C  (1  M  wt 

3>  fS?  ‘f  ^  X 

P  -s 

'  a  iK  )5» 

^  gs  ^  r  J 

O  151  6^  H  ^ 

S  ^  K  2j:  iC 

^  B  Wt  2^ 

«  35:  5:  y  ft. 

0  El  ^  -S 

a  IS  .*  fc  y 

S  W  3&5  -i-  o 

i&  fc  ii  ^  8b 

■  }&5  Iff:  ^  fij  (fid 

;t  T  W  fc 

»  -S  Wt  &1  # 

38:  Ei  51  ^  -C 

^  5d>  o  ^ 

ife  la  6  14  B 

T  A  P  Itt  2?: 

«  i«  3b»  L  i 

^  ^  t  X  L 

®  #  e  t 

0  ^ 
t  -t*  ^  a 

#  -5  L  IS 

^  Tt  i 


Kv>n  V1I  t.  i* 


Dtf .Doo 


B  35l  ^  ^ 

]KL2f::ft:*fi^yh±«r  t  ^  ^ 

t  X  M  B  n 

L  :/t  ^  B 

It  A,  m  t  L  t 

<0  it  ^  R^ffl2>«: 

A  it  ^  <D  -t  m  nilPffi 

C  M  X  Ik 

<±ttt 

xizik(^L':^&9k  x 

m.^^xitik'tWi  t  ^  2> 

;fipj:lt^'3^&fc  oW 

L9^!>nbmn  »»  5/i: 

)5i00'40f33llt  'f'  ^ 

»s  ^ 

otti4i'o»5)&5  jftiiir  »f 


PURL :  http :  //www. legal -tools  .org/doc/7 a4767/ 


Se f  0  •{>2x47 


V»  >  p  n  ^  K  ^'P  ^5  ^  * 

i:  t  .T{?  ^  ±  n  C)'  ik  ^  P  ^ 

®  *■: 't  ^  m  W,  ^  ' 

i  ^  '-  fC  i:  M  f*3  ®  ; 

5g  (ri  o  S  ^  ^  ^ 

t 

L  3&»  ^  ®  W  ^  *j“ 

o3^tL^:s:L5Si)  b  ^  % 

X  ^  ik  rt  ^  na 't  M  t  -fc-fi-* 

8fifC^iH:JKII^*^-‘^‘” 
V  P)  m  o  ^ai  w  '  H  >  -f-  w:  i: 

%  M  n  X  m  6t 

*C  P  iS5l  L3IWt  b'^l-S*^^ 

^rilStiP^^^®  ' 

•C5  ^ 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/7a4767/ 


.1* 


Dtf  ,1)0  0  •♦ElAt 


PURL :  http :  //w ww.legal-tools  .org/doc/7 a4767/ 


.1* 


S»f  «D00.'^2147 


PURL :  http :  //w ww.legal-tools  .org/doc/7 a4767/ 


.V 


Def »Doo  *^214  7 


b&  i  -  ft 

iBi  I  St  %  h  m  <8  ^  ^  <0  m  ^  ^  fB  a  ^  L  i 

tJf£3C#raW  ** 

L.*C® 

BIBK  I 

K|}|«Ott*9»BISK«4ra«'U-fc-«2 

SlS»'tt®M  IfJBffl'ia®* 
i  t  a  *  rc  I  «  »  L '<  9  K  «  «  ^  K  «  ® 

R  ffl  *  S  ft  *  O  -  <  <  ®  *9  9  ®  o  |S  ® 

Oi-i  L  ii>  &  ^  aKSStt  'ttSSEflKfttt 

I, 'ft  'RS'KIfi  t40ia^»K-CftLiS«“2’ 

ft  >tuHitt< 

k:  +  »rs«m  a««n'«>-«-t®*i^*®® 

lltflSI|'ft'9i)t  K  +  <i?#^S^®K(4L*'ES 
p  «  «  K  4  »  «.  “  «5  K  it  *■  »  #  K  4  ,'  *  « 

Pl-dOffiSILS:  ^^XSfLB^-ltSoL&^i 


PURL :  http :  //www. legal -tools  .org/doc/7 a4767/ 


.DOo  .^£147 


^  B 
K  ^ 


&  &  0. 

m  Q 

o  S  I 
&  %  t 
KlK  ( 

'k  ^  ^ 
IK  0  < 
j^  m  \ 
^  n  : 

%  b 
ffi  L 
e  tf 
<  * 
$>  % 
p  0 

t  t 
^  E 
^  :/t 
T  0 
L  -C 
yt  ^ 
'  P 
^  *S 
n  -t* 
•w.  *• 
*  ^ 
t 


^  1% 
®  ^  ffl  ^ 

'se  sa  ^  w 

0  1B!I  ^  5^5 
at  0  Wi  ^ 
^  0  5 

^?:  2  « 
fR]  ®  L 
^  5t  Jg  7t 
0  t  fi? 

®  t: 

5£  W  555 
%  «  ® 

^  12  C>C 
la  %  Si 
&  ia 
0  ®  “C 

>  fyj  «  ^ 
fp 

L  ^ 

1  i:  P  *c 

)  «^  t  ^ 

:  «  L  ^ 

5)  —  yt 

»  ;f  '  « 

^  ^ 

r-  w  /??  « 

^  n  ^ 
n  ^  t 
L  ?ii  {^  u 

^  L  0  -C 


A 

<>  ‘  '  (  3) 

PI  —  0  1^ 

:fL  0  SS  ® 

0  H  E5  ^  rc 

®  ^  ^  &3 

52  ta  il  ■i' 

iRf  +  ^  W  * 

1^  -  fa  0  ^ 

:)y  ^  ill  P'S  2P 

^  B  ^  ^  0 

:?&  a  K  +  S 

a  K  ^ 


:S:  L  ®  * 

tc  4>  yh  li*  ^  L. 

fr  ^  ^  ^ 

«  2t:  S  j$  ' 

n  fig  51  35^ 

yt  ^  (r.  S)  A  I 

*  L  51  ^ 

^  m  L  I  ^ 

[[]  7^  t  it  ^  ^ 

p  L  L  ^  * 

*  yfc  ^ 


t  ©i  fc  ®  K 

L  5e  la  W: 

-C  :55  ©  M 

f-  fS  «  ?a  is 

T  iL  tl  ^ 

/  L  ^  ^  ^ 

it  ^  ^  ^ 

;|g  ig  P  ^  7? 

)6.  ^  t  .tS  'A 

^  ^  -j"  IfJ  5^ 

#  a  -  C 

3ft  ESt 

;g  ffi  ^ 

«  «  29?: 

fc  B  ^ 

#  r:  W 
L  ^  t 

^  K  (-)  % 


^  t  ^  fC  t  0  ! 

tJ  0  fi  CJ  i®' 

t  ?S  A  ®  «  *  : 

E3  T  ti  K! 

0  ^  0  "4  0J 

K  p  fC  !S8  L  fC 

4  IK  ^  7£  53 

iSf  S  >5'  3&5  L 

;?3  ■»  ^  ?^  iS  "C 

t  'iR  ^  Wt 
0  L  ^  L  0 

u  -  t  fis 

a  iL  L  M  ^  3^' 

K;  H  yh  ^  ® 

5^  ^ 't*  tft  yi^* 

ijf,  ip  ^  ’!e  ‘C 

5;?  i-  0  L  ^  ^ 

:  u  n  i^  ^  ^  ^ 


^  K  ift 
Iff  m  ^ 

*t*  't*  ^ 

53:-  ^  0 
b  iw  sm 
Id'  ® 

?;!  0  fc 

F.g  ^ 
z'v  V> 

S  ^  -C 
4>  H  ^ 

^  m  t 
m  t  L 
•  ^  t 

r  o  -5  E8 

t  ^r£  0  » 
im  ^  ^ 

J  ^  PR  M 

;  A  ®  ^ 

a  tv'iw  L 

.  «  0 

:  ©i  = 

t  i  ^  ^  • 
^  s  ft  5/ 

^  J!n  ^ 

m  ^  ^ 

0  t  ^  =^ 
P^.  Vf  3a 
r  r? 

%  A  <  '^ 

ti  ^  ih. 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/7a4767/ 


bxlu-oiu  .r 


De  f  •X)oo  .^2147 


PURL :  http :  //w ww.legal-tools  .org/doc/7 a4767/ 


if 


Def .Doo .^214 7 


OTIS'S 

^?D±-^L^fKWP^a|•±•4 

*ytttBK:*C-NjB  t<  ^ 

*LJ». 

#l^^:*:fflB  %  m  It  Hi  ^ 

^  <Q  M  it  J^  t 

oaraifiL^fli*^‘'C’p3i5^BK%  »ttLK:A 

<>■:^*C*:i^^^!&3i:*^>’t9lnfl|®  ISfftSW® 
0-6$)l?J^^l:«ia:PPlS&:6‘>t  tKr^CfT 

•c  1^  ^  n  t  X 

S®0L2>C 

lfflltWB^85)605itR‘Cttrcrt  njer^tW 

jaJpybJtft't’bif  yfcfidit^T 

*Ct 

^  1^  4  i«  9K&mt> 

XUv1S>^H>f>^  9  t  i&  '#  •f'CW^I-L 

ttOX0«3&»  'Wt®4S4 

#3d^»«o«L-C 

it  m  m 

fl3(fcj?®5r  'fit®  OSLO’S.  ^  ^  iz  iz 

BL«o3ax*c«  jfl:wa»L 

BHaayi: 

fc*C?9/lK'  li[§L®^ 

*tJtt:4)d5o  S8IS®?r® 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/7a4767/ 


Def  »Doo 


PURL :  http :  //w ww.legal-tools  .org/doc/7 a4767/ 


it, 


Ji%t  tlDOO  •#2147 


PURL :  http :  //w ww.legal-tools  .org/doc/7 a4767/ 


